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Local Activist Leading the Movement to End MS,  
MS Awareness Week March 5-11

MS Government Week 11-15
 
Somerset – Every hour someone is diagnosed with MS, a chronic disease of the central nervous system for which there is no cure.  Multiple sclerosis interrupts the flow of information between the brain and the body and stops people from moving.  For some, this means living with unpredictable symptoms that can come and go, like numbness and blurred vision. For others, there is more permanent damage, like paralysis. For everyone impacted by MS, it means not knowing what the day will bring and always being prepared for the unexpected, making it difficult to move forward in life.  

 

To raise awareness about the important issues impacting the over 13,000 people living with MS throughout New Jersey, local activist, Michael Burke of Somerset,  will meet with federal legislators from the state in an effort to secure their support for issues that affect people with MS.
 Mike was diagnosed with MS in 1966 at the age of 18. His physician, at the time, essentially told him to enjoy the next 7 years of his life because soon he would be in a nursing home. Some 40 years later, he currently has 85-90% mobility but at times does need to use a cane, walker or scooter. Mike has been involved with the MS society for over 20 years. At first it was making sure he, and family and friends, fundraised and attended special events. About 15 years ago he became more directly involved with the chapter becoming a Mid-Jersey Chapter Board member and Chairperson of the Government Relations Committee. Because of what doctors told Mike early on he has a need to educate people on the disease and what options you have living with it. He currently does of public speaking and advocacy work on behalf of MS.

Mike and his team of activists will be among the hundreds of MS activists from across the country raising awareness on Capitol Hill, March 11-15, giving voice to people who live with MS. Mike will meet with NJ Senators and members of the House of Representatives and discuss the many issues affecting those with  MS.  Some of those issue include: NIH(National Institute of Health) funding; general health care issues – health insurance, Medicare, prescriptions; and stem cell research.
 

“We are encouraging people who want to do something about MS now to join the movement,” said Mike.  Most of us have trouble imagining what their lives would be without being able to move.  People living with MS understand that moving isn’t always a guarantee and MS Awareness Week is an opportunity for everyone who wants to do something about MS now to get involved.  Every one of us can be an activist!”

There are many quick and simple things local community members can do too to advocate for federal, state, and local government programs essential to people with MS.     

 

· Visit nationalmssociety.org to learn more about MS 

· Sign up for the Society’s Action Network, a simple program that emails you when electronic signatures are needed in support of issues critical to people living with MS 

· Contact the mid-Jersey Chapter and become a part of our Government Relations committee. 

Join the movement.

Find out more at nationalmssociety.org.  
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THE NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY – ONE THING PEOPLE WITH MS CAN COUNT ON


