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Wayside Family Battles Against Multiple Sclerosis

Wayside - On April 22, 2007 Bob, Nancy and Amy Wass, Wayside residents, will walk along with their friends and family and about 200,000 other Americans nationwide in this year's MS Walk to end the devastating effects of MS (multiple sclerosis). The Wass family and the rest of their team, Weezer’s Walkers, have been doing this for over 15 years and have raised well over $100,000 in the fight against MS. 

Nancy was diagnosed with MS over 20 years ago, her first symptoms were numbness in her fingers and leg. Nancy began to wonder if there was something seriously wrong when she noticed that there was a significant change in her handwriting. Since her diagnosis 20 years ago Nancy’s MS has progressed and her life has changed. Currently she needs the aid of a cane, walker or scooter to stay mobile. And although she has left the traditional work force, she is even busier advocating and helping others with MS and other disabilities. Nancy started an MS support group in Brielle over 10 year ago and has recently initiated “Emily’s Field of Dreams”, a cross disability support group in Wayside. She has also created several exercise groups for people with disabilities and advocates in her local community for handicap accessibility. 

Bob, Nancy’s wife, is also very involved in finding a cure for his wife and other with this devastating disease. Bob has lead Weezer’s Walkers as team captain, for as long as they have been walking in the MS Walk. Bob coordinates their fundraising efforts, recruits members and organizes the team and day of Walk activities. This year Weezer’s Walkers will have about 55 team members and has set a goal to raise $25,000. To date they have raised nearly $5,000. The family fight does not end there, Bob and Nancy’s daughter Amy (17) has joined the movement by recruiting classmates and teachers from her high school.  “When I first did the MS Walk many years ago, it was for selfish reasons, trying to help my wife.  But over the years I have met so many people whose lives have been affected by this horrible disease that I do it now for all those that I know and the hundreds of thousands that I don’t know.  By working closely with the Mid-Jersey Chapter of the National MS Society, I also help to ensure that the money Weezer’s Walkers and thousands of other raise is spent wisely on both research and critically important programs.”

The MS Walk raises money through the collection of pledges by walkers to support research and programs for people with MS. Sixty cents of every dollar raised by the Mid-Jersey Chapter's Walk will remain in the area to help the 4,000 local residents living with MS. The rest will support valuable research and national programs for people with MS.  

Every hour someone is diagnosed with multiple sclerosis (MS); a chronic disease of the central nervous system for which there is no cure.  Multiple sclerosis interrupts the flow of information between the brain and the body and stops people from moving. People with MS, which is usually diagnosed in the prime of life (between the ages of 20 and 50); face unpredictable symptoms that can range from numbness and blurred vision to paralysis and blindness. The National MS Society supports programs that help ensure people with MS will live their lives with as little disruption as possible. The Society advocates for the empowerment of people with MS. 

Bob, Nancy, Amy and Weezer’s Walkers will walk at the Mid-Jersey Chapter’s Belmar site. If you would like to support the Wass family in their cause you may send a donation to Weezer’s Walkers care of the National MS Society, 246 Monmouth Road, Oakhurst, NJ 07755, or log onto to their website at http://www.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR?team_id=18966&pg=team&fr_id=2900. Please make checks payable to The National MS Society. For more information about multiple sclerosis, the MS Walk or the Society and its services, contact the Mid-Jersey Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society at (732) 660-1005. For information 24 hours a day call 1-800-FIGHT-MS, send e-mail to info@nmss.org or visit www.nationalmssociety.org/njm.
Join the movement.

Find out more at nationalmssociety.org.  
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